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Introduction
Gianluca Alberini

Over the last few years, youth issues have gained increasing relevance within the main international fora, and the United Nations
have been strongly engaged in promoting youth empowerment.
Italy, which firmly believes that investing in youth means investing in the future, has immediately embraced the turn of pace
brought about by Secretary-General António Guterres.
Our country supported from the outset the Youth 2030 initiative,
which the same Guterres launched in September 2018 with the
goal of strengthening UN action in favor of young people, promoting
greater integration between the activities carried out by Funds,
Programmes, Agencies and departments of the UN Secretariat.
This initiative reflects the United Nations’ growing attention to
young people, in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which recognized young people for the first time as agents
of change and progress. Italy was also the first Member State to
provide financial support to the Office of the Secretary General’s
Envoy on Youth, Jayathma Wickramanayake, after her appointment
in 2017. Over the last few years, Italy has constantly endeavoured
to empower young people and to enable them to make their voices
heard. Starting from 2017, Italy has appointed two Youth Delegates
who, through a nation-wide advocacy action as well as participation
at meetings here at the UN, are helping promote the active participation of the youngest generations in peacebuilding and reconciliation processes. The Italian Youth Delegates had an active role in
the negotiations of the last UN General Assembly resolution “Policies and programmes involving youth”, contributing to reaching
significant results, in particular by successfully introducing a reference in the text to respect for their reciprocal different cultural
backgrounds as a tool for peaceful integration.
In September 2018, we started funding a multi-country initiative in partnership with UNDESA for “Promoting sustainable
peace through national youth policies in the Framework of 2030
Agenda”. This project is currently under implementation in three
countries and includes the constitution of national and local youthled “Youth, Peace and Security Civil Society Coalitions”.
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In April 2019, we co-created and financed the SDG 16 – 16x16
Young Leaders Programme, a global initiative launched during
the ECOSOC Youth Forum and implemented by UNDP’s Youth
Global Programme. This initiative aimed to recognize, value and
support the positive role that 16 young women and men play as
leaders of youth organisations, movements and networks.
In May 2019, our Ministry invited these 16 young leaders to
the preparatory conference on SDG16 it organized in Rome, and
enabled them to meaningfully engage in the discussions.
As the Chair of the G20 in 2021, last July we hosted the Y20
Summit in Milan, which enabled young people to entrust the G20
leaders with their recommendations on the matters they value the
most, such as sustainability, climate change, innovation, digitization and inclusion. Beginning tomorrow, as co-Chair of the COP26,
Italy will host the 3-days event “YOUTH4Climate: Driving Ambition”. Around 400 young people from 197 countries that have
ratified the United Nations Convention on Climate Change will
take part in the event and will have the opportunity to elaborate
and present concrete proposals for the Pre-COP26 in Milan and
the COP26 in Glasgow.
Italy is especially committed to the implementation of the
Youth, Peace and Security Agenda. During our mandate on the
United Nations Security Council, in 2017, we promoted the systematic inclusion of provisions on the protection of civilians, especially the most vulnerable categories, including youth, in the
mandates of peacekeeping operations. More recently, last year we
duly co-sponsored Security Council Resolution 2535, which encouraged member states to ensure the full, effective and meaningful
participation of youth in peace processes, recognizing that their
marginalization is detrimental to building sustainable peace.
Italy firmly believes that young people are a vital driver for
peace, change, and prosperity. Their specific sensitiveness and
forward-looking approach, their desire for justice and inclusion,
as well as their capacities, idealism, enthusiasm and energy, can
meaningfully contribute to promoting awareness about the importance of human rights and fundamental freedoms, building
and sustaining peace, providing long-term sustainable solutions
and fostering conflict prevention and reconciliation.
Young people contribute to peace processes in multiple ways,
from monitoring ceasefires to resolving local-level disputes, building relationships across social divisions and shaping peace agreements. However, in spite of a growing awareness of young people’s
role for peace and security, young people continue to be excluded
from decisions that will directly impact their present and future
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prospects for peace. Young people continue facing significant
structural barriers to participation in decision-making, and many
young peacebuilders report that their participation is not welcomed
by the public or by those in positions of power, pointing to an
overall disregard for their work.
Nevertheless, it is essential to ensure that young people have a
say in peace discussions, as they account for many of those adversely affected by armed conflict. Actually, we must not forget
that over two billion of the world population are under 24, 90% of
whom live in developing and vulnerable countries, and one in
four young people are affected by violence or armed conflict.
Italy has been very active in creating spaces for the participation
of young people in discussions and in creating a dialogue with
policy-makers, other than in raising awareness on the value that
youth can bring to peace processes. In December 2019, we invited
several representatives of youth organizations to the High-Level
Seminar on “Strengthening Women’s Participation in Peace
Processes: What Roles and Responsibilities for Member States?”,
which we organized in Rome in collaboration with UN Women.
Furthermore, within the implementation of our Third National
Plan on Women Peace and Security, we funded the “2020 Torino
Forum for Sustaining Peace: Women and Girls at the Frontlines
of Peace”. This event, which has been organized by the United
Nations System Staff College (UNSSC), focused on the meaningful participation of women and girls in conflict prevention.
Let me conclude by reaffirming that Italy will continue to spare
no effort in promoting youth empowerment, as investing in youth
is the wisest way to build a more sustainable future.
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Lectio Magistralis
Henrietta Holsman Fore

The climate crisis is a child and young person’s rights crisis. It
poses an unprecedented threat to the health, education, development, and survival of all young children and adolescents. Urgent
action is needed.
Just this summer, we saw evidence of the devastating environmental impacts linked to the climate crisis. Wildfires so vast in
Canada and the western United States that the air quality all the
way across the continent in New York was the worst it had been
in fifteen years. Historic flooding in Germany that devastated entire towns and killed hundreds. Landslides in India. Heatwaves
in North Africa.
We see the climate crisis, the nature and biodiversity loss crisis,
and the pollution and waste crisis all around us.
The devastation wrought by climate change does not discriminate or stay within borders. It is disrupting lives and livelihoods
regardless of income, race, or region. Yet it is the poorest and
most vulnerable people who suffer the most. And those least responsible for the climate crisis are bearing its greatest impacts.
There is an inherent injustice in this.
Sadly, we are extending this injustice to the next generation –
all of whom were born into a world aware of the consequences of
inaction, yet unable to agree on measures to stop it.
We still have time to act, but we must do so urgently. According
to the latest research from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change, the world has less than nine years to make the transformation necessary to avoid the worst impacts of climate change.
No one suffers more from a changing climate than a child.
Children are more susceptible to deadly diseases, which are on
the rise due to climate change. Nearly 90% of the global burden
of disease associated with climate change is borne by children
under five.
Disasters and environmental stress also increase children’s likelihood of living in poverty, being displaced from their homes, and
suffering from toxic stress. Flood and drought zones often overlap
with areas of high poverty and little access to essential services
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such as safe water and sanitation. This means that children and
families with the fewest resources face some of the most immediate
dangers of climate change.
Water scarcity threatens every aspect of a child’s life including
their survival and future. The climate crisis is limiting children’s
access to safe water and is contributing to increasing water scarcity.
Currently 1.4 billion people, including 450 million children, live
in areas of high or extremely high water vulnerability.
Extreme weather events and changes in water recharge patterns
are making it more difficult to access safe drinking water, especially
for the most vulnerable children. Around 74% of natural disasters
between 2001 and 2018 were water-related, including droughts
and floods. With climate change, their frequency and intensity
are expected to increase.
To avert the worst impacts of the climate crisis, comprehensive
and urgent action is required to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
We need to reduce emissions by at least 45% compared to 2010
levels by 2030. And total emissions must be cut to as close to zero
as possible by 2050 to avoid the worst impacts of global warming.
At the same time, more investment is urgently needed to protect
children by adapting critical services to the changing climate. Out
of an average of 410 billion US dollars in climate finance per year,
only 22 billion US dollars goes to adaptation while 382 billion US
dollars goes to mitigation. We must invest heavily in making essential services like water and sanitation, health, nutrition, education and social protection resilient to climate shocks. We need to
look at preventing damage to critical basic services.
The young people who have joined us today can tell you this.
They have experienced the impacts of climate change firsthand.
They are living in and inheriting an increasingly unrecognizable
world. And they are pleading with us to do something about it.
Young people are demanding action. A recent analysis of feedback received by UNICEF in 21 countries with more than 270,000
responses from young people showed that 92% of respondents
have heard about climate change. When asked if climate change is
caused by human activity, 88% said yes, and 78% of young people
said that they were worried about climate change.
All over the world, young people are not just demanding action
– they are acting themselves. Standing up for their futures. Inspiring and enlisting others in their cause. Leading by example
and showing that change is possible. Starting community projects,
being volunteers, and dreaming of and fashioning solutions. They
are coming up with ideas and innovations that make a difference,
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and they are putting into practice actions that reduce CO2 emissions in their own lives and communities.
At UNICEF, it is our responsibility to make sure these voices
and solutions are heard.
Children and young people must be included in all climate-related decision-making. They are consistently overlooked in climate
and water policies. This undermines their right to be heard and
participate, and for their best interests to be a primary consideration in decision-making and actions that concern them.
That is why UNICEF has been collaborating with Fridays For
Future to amplify the voices of children and young people on the
frontlines of the climate crisis. On August 20th, following an amazing panel with Greta Thunberg and other youth climate activists,
we launched the Children’s Climate Risk Index. It was the third
anniversary of the youth-led climate protests that have grown into
a global movement.
The Risk Index and its report are the result of over a year of
work by dedicated colleagues at UNICEF and our partners and
represents a compilation of evidence that we have generated over
the last few years. Its stark findings validate the message we have
been hearing from young people: We are in a crisis of crises. A
pollution crisis. A climate crisis. A child rights crisis.
According to the report, almost every child on Earth is exposed
to at least one climate and environmental hazard, shock or stress.
Almost every single young life will have to cope with heatwaves,
cyclones, air pollution, flooding or water scarcity. A startling 850
million – approximately one-third of all children – are exposed to
four or more of these stresses, creating incredibly challenging environments for children to live, play and thrive.
Globally, about 1 billion children – nearly half of the world’s
children – live in countries that are at an “extremely high-risk”
from the impacts of climate change. These children face a deadly
combination of exposure to multiple shocks with high vulnerability
resulting from a lack of essential services.
The survival of these children is at imminent threat from the
impacts of climate change.
Until now, no climate index has focused solely on child climate
risk in a global context. This groundbreaking report provides the
first comprehensive view of children’s exposure and vulnerability,
because understanding where and how children are uniquely vulnerable to this crisis is crucial in responding to it.
Without ambitious, comprehensive, urgent action on climate
change, children will suffer now, and in the decades to come.
But addressing the climate crisis requires every part of society
to act. There are a range of solutions in front of us.
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By improving children’s access to essential services, we can significantly increase their ability to survive these climate hazards.
Protecting children now and in the future requires climate adaptation. Governments must increase their adaptation investment to
100 billion US dollars a year, prioritizing water and sanitation,
health, education, social protection and disaster risk reduction.
Water scarcity is a major – but overlooked – threat that will continue to get worse in many countries. Governments must prioritize
water and sanitation systems in adaptation plans, ensure existing
water and sanitation systems are climate resilient and prioritize the
most vulnerable communities and countries to protect life.
For children to survive and thrive, every child must have access
to the facts about climate change, and the skills to respond and
prepare for its impacts. Every child must have access to education
on climate change, resilience and adaptation, as well as an education
and training in green skills. One exciting example of green skills
development is the new partnership between Generation Unlimited and the IKEA Foundation on the Green Entrepreneurship
Initiative. The initiative aims to support young entrepreneurs as
they turn environmental challenges into green growth and business
opportunities that benefit families and protect the planet for future
generations.
Young people must also be given a full part in all national, regional and international climate negotiations and decisions, including COP26.
The Covid-19 recovery must respond to the climate crisis to
deliver a just, healthy and sustainable future for children and
future generations.
UNICEF urges governments and businesses to listen to children
and prioritise actions that protect them from impacts, while accelerating work to dramatically reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Governments must also ensure environmental policies are childsensitive. Schools need to be educating for green skills in both the
first and second decade of children’s lives. These are skills necessary to help children manage climate risks, as well as those that
are relevant for the future of work, including in the growing green
economy.
So, in closing, to the world’s children, we need your voices.
We need your actions. And we need your influence as world leaders
make the decisions and investments that will affect the future that
you will inherit.
Children and young people need to be recognized and listened
to as the rightful family and heirs of this planet we share. Theirs
is the most important perspective in this crisis.
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Discussion *
Henrietta Holsman Fore, Hans Petter Graver, Giorgio Parisi,
and Wolfango Plastino
Wolfango Plastino: How can we direct economic development to
not only promote environmental sustainability, but also to promote
young people’s rights during an era of climate catastrophe?
Hans Petter Graver: I think that you ask a most crucial question,
and I would like to say that we may have the technology and knowledge on the natural science side – at least to define the problem
and to describe the problem – and we have many of the technologies
necessary to solve the problem, but I think where we are lacking in
knowledge is on the social science and humanities part. That is:
how do we actually go about reforming the economic system in a
way that is more sustainable, and how do we reform our institutions
so that we can combine the capacity to take the necessary decisions,
both on a national and an international level, with democratic influence? I think that’s a very pressing question. And also, thirdly,
how do we ensure that the necessary changes that are implemented
are both just and fair, in the way that responsibilities are allocated
in a fair way; and also, given the costs and the negative impacts
that will certainly affect (at the very least) the way that people are
used to living their lives, how can we ensure that all this is also allocated in a fair way? We know that the disadvantages are – as Ms.
Fore so eloquently described – shouldered by those that have not
actually contributed to or benefited from the way of life that we
have lived, which has led to these problems.
So these are profound and pressing questions, and I think that
we need both a huge amount of research into these fields, into
social science and economy and the humanities side. We need research, we need a concentrated effort at the international level to
be able to cope with these issues. The alternative, of course, is

* The text below is the full transcript of the Round Table that followed the
Lectio Magistralis by H.E. Henrietta Holsman Fore, Executive Director of the
United Nations Children’s Fund.
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that solutions will force themselves on society, but in a way that
society won’t be able to cope with, and that may lead to a breakdown
of our democratic institutions. So these are important questions.
Giorgio Parisi: I appreciate, Wolfango, that in your question
you used the words “economic development”, and not the words
“economic growth”. As was noted long ago also by Robert
Kennedy, among many other people, the gross national product
is not a good measure of the economy. It captures the quantity of
economics but it does not capture the quality of growth. Many
different indices have been proposed, among them the Human
Development Index and the Index of Sustainable Economic Welfare. If the gross national product remains the centre of political
and media attention, our future is grim.
When politicians, journalists, and economists plan our future
and monitor the progress that has been made, they should use an
index that also considers human rights, along with young people’s
rights. It is not easy to quantify these, but it has to be done. Otherwise, we have in front of us, on the one hand, the thought that
we have to defend human rights, that we have to defend young
people’s rights, that we have to defend our future and so on; and,
on the other hand, we have the other representation that says that
the gross national product has increased 2.5%, and the situation is
perfect. We should have a different way of measuring what we are
doing, not only in conferences and discussions, but in everyday
life, from newspapers to the political arena.
Also, we have to realize an important point, in a concrete way:
that people of different ages have different interests. This is particularly important in countries that are very near to being gerontocracies, like maybe in some ways Italy.
Henrietta Holsman Fore: I think President Graver’s point about
democracy, and President Parisi’s comment about growth are
pulled together by two things that the Y20 had asked us for. So
Y20 said, number one, we want to be involved in the G20 negotiations, and that’s the democracy point. And then they said, we
want more investment, and that’s the growth point. But our world
is often segmented between humanitarian assistance versus development assistance, and as a result, we don’t think long-term
enough when we are addressing a crisis – let’s say it’s a cyclone
that’s coming through Mozambique. We often don’t plant the
seeds of economic development at that moment, and thus the
growth that President Parisi talks about does not take place, because we’re just addressing one problem at a time.
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So one issue for our world is to try to weave together humanitarian and development response to the world’s problems and
challenges. And young people would like to help with this. So the
second one that I would suggest is, as we’ve seen with Covid-19,
how important public private partnerships are. We could not have
addressed Covid-19 with vaccines without private businesses and
their research and development. The more that our academic research and our commercial business research blend together and
find good long-term solutions to many of our problems, the more
will aid economic development. Those are my suggestions.
Wolfango Plastino: How can it be ensured that young girls are
empowered to make a contribution to this sector?
Henrietta Holsman Fore: I of course love the idea of girls getting
an education, and it’s something that we believe in so strongly. I
have had the benefit of an education, so I know how much it
means. We really have to involve the girls.
At the United Nations, as you know, there is a step-up pledge.
This means that if you can “step up” to really connect with the
rights of young people, this entails the right to an education for
girls. We do not get this in every part of the world. But we have to
make it seem something that girls can do, so that they have the
confidence to do it, that they see other women who are doing it,
so that they say, “I can study in the sciences and the maths and
technology. This is going to be a brave new world, an exciting
one, and I want to be a part of it.” Part of it is just inspiring them,
so they are curious and interested; and I know that both presidents
today would agree with that.
But we’re behind as a world. Women and girls do not use
digital technology enough. We have half of the world which is not
connected. I think of the digital-based education – what we’re
thinking of the ed-tech revolution; we’re at the beginning of it in
our world, and if by 2030 we can connect every school in the
world, every teacher, every learner, I think it means that girls will
get a chance.
Hans Petter Graver: I agree that education and role models are
crucial. I think that when it comes to education, of course the
challenges are different in different parts of the world. In some
parts of the world, access to education as such is the main problem.
In other parts of the world – in my part of the world, or in our
part of the world – I think the challenge is to inspire young girls
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to a greater extent to enter the natural sciences, education, science
and technology, maths, physics and so on; because that’s where
girls are under-represented. And of course, those are important
subjects when developing just solutions for the problem.
I also think that access to institutions is important, access to
public ministries and agencies, to educational institutions, and
ensuring that women are inspired to choose such careers, and to
be given positions in them. And also of course, fairness in the relationship between the genders – that is also very important.
These are of course general issues when it comes to equality
between men and women, and they are also of great importance
in this field.
Giorgio Parisi: I definitely agree with both of you. I believe
that the employment of young girls is very important for our future. It has been recognized by OECD that different socio-cultural
constructions of the role of men and women can result in different
vulnerabilities and different impacts of the environment on the
two sexes. Women may have a more long-term vision than men,
as an effect of their maternal role.
How to empower women? The first point will be to construct
a real equality between the different genders, starting from school,
and aiming to reach equality in power and influence in our society.
We’ve just seen that in Iceland, women have gained a slight majority in the parliament, and this is the first time this has happened
in a democracy. Unfortunately, most countries are far from this
goal. Schools are crucial, because they give children the tools to
understand the future and to construct their roles in society. Empowerment without understanding is meaningless. Giving different
access to education for children depending on their sex should
considered a high crime, or at least an act of discrimination that
has life-long consequences.
Wolfango Plastino: What do you see as the global gaps in climate
change response, especially as regards children?
Giorgio Parisi: One very important point is that knowledge is
power. Children must be able to understand the general situation,
and to form their own ideas. And education in school is crucial.
We must give children a scientific education starting from kindergarten. Like all of us, children must lean on what others have discovered. They must learn to stand on the shoulders of giants. But
that said, they must first learn the scientific method, to be able to
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make deductions from their own experience. It was stressed long
ago by the great Italian educator Maria Montessori that education
is a natural process carried out by human individuals, and you acquire education, not by listening to others, but by having your
own experience. The task of teachers becomes, in this vision, that
of preparing serious motivations, and refraining from obtrusive
interference.
Human teachers can only help the work that is done by the
children. If people are going to unfold their human selves in such
a way that they are able to have a particular vision, they will not
be the victims of events, but they will have the planetary vision to
direct and shape the future of humanity. This vision of education
is particularly important if you are looking to empower children
to listen to their, not to our, viewpoints.
Henrietta Holsman Fore: I certainly agree that knowledge is
power, and the consistent suggestion from all of us who advise
and guide children and young people needs to be that getting deep
into a subject, to really understand the subject, is important. And
I think that is part of the problem of climate change, because
there is often a division between children that are following the
letters and children that are following science, and as a result those
who are advocating might not have as much depth in the subject
matter.
So it’s important to look at the educational systems to make
sure that children and young people are getting an education in
climate in all of its aspects, as President Graver mentioned. It’s
the number one issue. Then, from the the perspective of the United
Nations, one of the things that we ask for is something called a
“Nationally Determined Contribution”, what we affectionately call
NDCs. And in them, we see how a nation views its priorities. And
right now, only 20% of these NDCs mention children and young
people. So if we don’t get governments to think of the world
through their youngest citizens’ eyes, and what they need as an investment, then we won’t get the education systems, their involvement and engagement in science and in the solutions that we see
on climate change, to the extent that they need to be. I’m hoping
for that from a member-state perspective.
Hans Petter Graver: Yes, of course, it all comes back to knowledge and education, which we have been circling around, and
which is of profound importance.
But when we talk about gaps, I think that the greatest gap is
between knowledge and action – putting the knowledge that we
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have into effective action to solve the problems. And I think that
where we are really lacking on a global scale, and on a national
scale, is in developing and implementing effective actions to solve
the problems. We have some plans, of course; we have some international agreements, we have regional arrangements and we
have policies at the national level. But they’re not in any way sufficient. And they’re not effectively implemented in the way that is
necessary to solve the climate crisis, and also the crisis of biodiversity, I would say, which is of an equally profound importance.
I think one of the basic reasons for this – and this also applies
particularly to children and to the coming generations – is that
our democratic institutions are highly advanced when it comes to
democratic influence by citizens on the decisions taken by national
assemblies and governments; but when it comes to climate change
and biodiversity, the effects of the policies are much wider than
the electorate. So those who are mostly affected are not represented
in our democratic decision-making processes. They’re future generations, and very often also people who live in other parts of the
world, since the consequences of policies that are pursued, particularly in the developed world, affect people in other countries.
And of course people in other countries and children don’t vote.
This leads to a mismatch between the interests and the incentives for our politicians and decision-makers, because the ones
who are really affected are not the ones that they have to take into
account when they’re up for new elections. So I think that this is
one reason for the gap, and then there’s also the gap in our institutional build-up. And we need then to empower the young and
children, not necessarily by lowering the voting age – that’s not
what I’m advocating for – but in some way, as Ms. Fore is also
talking about, by including children and young people in the decision-making, in a way that is also important to decision-makers.
Wolfango Plastino: What do you see as the role for young people
and how are you, UNICEF and Academies, championing their efforts,
particularly to build green skills?
Hans Petter Graver: We, as an academy, are quite a small institution in Norway. We don’t have our own research institutions,
as academies in many countries do. What we did a few years ago
was to initiate the forming of a Young Academy. So we have a
Young Academy, which is developing also in many countries, and
now there is developing also a network of young academies around
the world. And I think this is one important step, because, by
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their structure, academies are often institutions where the average
age is quite high, because the qualification needed to become a
member of the academy means that people normally don’t qualify
before they’re beyond the peak of their life, so to speak. So it’s
important then to encourage and to cooperate with young, excellent
researchers in the young academies.
I think that’s one important contribution. And then of course
in the outreach that we do and in our cooperation with the academic institutions and the political institutions. But I’m afraid
most of our work in that field is directed toward the established
institutions; so not that much toward the young as such, I’m
afraid, on our side.
Giorgio Parisi: The Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei is looking
for a better scientific understanding of climate change. Especially
as Professor Antonelli has already stressed, these months we have
organized an international conference of current issues on climate
change; its proceedings are already available.
The most important action in this respect happens through
our foundation, the Lincei per la scuola, the “Lincei for Schooling”,
which is devoted to training teachers on many issues, including
climate change.
Recently, we have started a new project in this direction. In
the last two years, we have realized a course aimed at teachers,
but also at high-school students, entitled the “Lincei for Climate”.
Over four days, each comprising four half-hour talks, followed by
real-time discussions, about a dozen students from Italian schools
were connected via live streaming, and were involved in this way,
asking many questions at the end of the talks, in addition to a
small number of students and teachers, who were physically present. The lessons were recorded and broadcast periodically by state
television channels, and we also record these lessons, making them
available two days after the discussion on the Lincei website. In
response to the questions that were posed in the meetings, we received answers in writing, which are also available on the Lincei
website. Finally, in this action we are providing an award to the
school which submits the best paper, and it will consist in a small
sum of money as well as a prize trip for a small group of students
to come to a discussion event.
These events, as I have said, have been organized by the Lincei
for Schooling, with financial support that was offered by the Foundation Compagnia di San Paolo of Turin. In a nutshell, we are
trying to act both in an indirect way on teachers, by training teachers – which is very important because this gives us very big leverage
130

Youth in Science Diplomacy

– and also directly on students, both in person and connected remotely. We are reflecting on whether we can somehow extend
these kinds of actions in the future.
Henrietta Holsman Fore: Given the interesting comments from
both President Graver and President Parisi, two thoughts come
to mind. UNICEF has a platform called U-Report; we have millions of children in a number of countries who respond to questions
or could do research or could do observations of nature. So let us
assume that all of us feel that in climate change, we want climate
change addressed, we want nature and biodiversity loss addressed,
and we want waste and the recycling economy addressed. And
young people would love to be part of that research. So may I just
say that it’s a platform that’s available; if either of you could possibly use it, and ask them to measure or to observe something, I
think they would love to do it.
And then the second thought is this. President Parisi, you mentioned your groups of young people; we have a number of countries
now in the climate risk index, where we know what the risks are,
and we are trying to focus on prevention and on resilience. Perhaps
some of those young people could come help us talk about what
the solutions might be in those countries. It will be, to President
Graver’s earlier point, a very different environment than what
they are seeing in Italy, but it will teach them both something
about the world. So may I just put those two out there as possibilities that we can engage on after this discussion.
And then I would just point out that UNICEF has a number of
programmes in countries that I think could be useful models for
others: in Bangladesh, a children’s climate declaration, which raises
visibility within the country; in India, a world children’s day, and
thus you get to talk about everything that’s on your mind; in China,
they’ve been developing new modules to put into classes about environmental education; in Zimbabwe, there are now programmes
for innovation and entrepreneurs in waste management, sustainable
energy, sustainable agriculture, everything you could wish. We’re
looking at water services, and how water can affect these, since
UNICEF works often in water; so if anyone would like to pair
with us, and work with water, we’re open globally for that.
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